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Recreatlng
history in
Brentsville

County, resident group
Jjoin preservation forces

By MARNIE EISENSTADT
of the Journal Messenger

Twenty-seven acres, a courthouse,
11 houses, three t.hurchos a tavern,
two barns, a garage, three chicken
coops, a wash house, a smoke house,
servants’ quarters and a vacant cot-
tage. If the year was 1835, this is all
that would exist in Brentsville,

Although it is 1997, the district
and county would like to throw back
the hands of time to create a historic
core. And on Tuesday at the Prince
William Board of County
Supervisors' meeting, a significant
step will be taken towards gumg
back in time.

The board is expected to approve
the formation of -a historic trust,
whmhwxl]bemcﬁargeofplanmng
the restoration of the village center,
The trust will have representatives
from the Friends of the Brentsville
Courthouse Historical Centre, the
county Planning Office and the Park
Authority.

“This will provide a real focal

" point for people who have different

ideas,” said Rick Lawson, acting
director of the Planning Office.
Lawson said organizing the trust
helped the three groups, which all
have different ideas for the historic
center, to get over those differences
and work together.

“It will allow things to get done
that probably would not have gotten

'V See History on A2




area charities, the funds
cum:?j g from the estate of
Lloyd and Mae Van Horn
wha were long-time residents
of the Haymarket area.
School’s star softball pitcher
Samantha Russian, who has
agreed to attend the Univer-
sity of South Carolina on a
full four-year scholarship.

... The Bull Run Trouba-

dours, who will present their

enjoyment of area barber-
shop music lovers. Part of
the proceeds go to the award-
ing of scholarships and help-
ing children with speech dif-
Rculties

... Bull Run Regional Park
in Centreville, which is host-
ing a “Miracle of Lights” to
benefit Children’s Hospital
and the Easter Seals Chil-
dren’s Centers. Over 200,000 .
lights in animated displays
will illuminate the park and
delight visitors. e

... ‘Area businesses, orga-
nizations and individuals
who are contributing to help
finance on the 52nd annual
Greater Manassas Christmas
Parade on Dec. 6. Supporters

"of the parade must raise
about ;15,000 to put it on
- each year. b

... Bert Hatcher, who
helped raise $1,000 for the
Prince William United Way
at‘a dinner featuring former
Washington Redskins.
Losers ...

... Relic hunters who come
- into parks, such as Manassas
National Battlefield Park, |,
with their metal detectors
and shovels and dig holes
looking for bullets and other
artifacts, taking away from
the hi of the parks. ;
.. People who “adopt” pets
and ther fail to treat them

fonnd guilty of mistreating
the rabbits he was keeping -
s don't

... Hunters get
_ ﬂ'amln:%gfom head-
ing into the woods, possibly
hurting themselves or others

‘with their guris.

) ¢ Virginia Cooperative Extension demonstrated Thursday night
hbvbm-l:aal&vhtdlptorhoﬁdnydinnmhouotherwpicsmered-tthcqlusinnnﬂ
Run Regional Library were holiday food preparation

and food safety.
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In the end Notarianni
ended up with a 12-member
panel that was split evenly
between men and women.
That panel, meant to be a
fair representation of the
community, said that all six
adult movies ‘did violate the
community’s decency stan-
dard. Their decision led to the
indi¢tment of three local video
. Btores, ' Video- Connection,

- Video Palace and Manassas -
Video Club, charged with

renting or selling the alleged-
ly obscene movies.

Eddie Stallworth, the only
panel member to break a
seven-month silence and
speak about his experiences
as part of Notarianni’s
obscenity . investigation, told

" the Manassas Journal Mes-
senger: Thursday that he
thought. prosecutors had cre-
ated as fair a panel as possi-
ble from prominent courty
residents.

Aside from Stallworth, lit- - al
tle is known about the panel’s-

backgrounds except that one
_member was a local attorney
who- has worked . with the
ACLU in the past. Stallworth
said he was the only black
member of his group which
was made up of five-women of

varying ages. .
But critics of Notarianni's
panel’ say that it isn't the
panel membership that both-
ers them. ;
“The [panel] members real-

ly become secondary to the

. process,” said Mary Bauer, an

American Civil Tiiberties
Union lawyer. who is repre-
senting one of the three local
video - stores ingliicted on
obscenity charges. “How were
they chosen? None ‘of us: at

- this “point’ can - determine

whether or not: the procéss
'wa'fﬂpmmma,pﬁmimm to

That process, ‘accordi
Notarianni; started when he
asked- several péople to sub-
mit lists of potential pan-
eliau. ’o E -

“I wanted people who were
familiar with the community
to nominate people who were
familiar with the community,”
Notarianni said.

Those asked to submit lists

Jincluded Circuit Court Clerk

rgaﬁg?ﬁ Mill:ie, st%teDI;j:. Dca:vid
.* Brickley, D- ity,
Juvenile and Domestic Rela-
tions Court Judge James
Robeson, former Manassas
mayor Johri Weber and sever-

‘m Iawyem, N PRt .
said. ;

Stallworth, who is presi-
dent of the county’s National
Association for the Advance-
ment. of Colored People, was
nominated- by Dumfries Town
Councilman Mel Bray, accord-
ing to Notarianni.

one of the panel members

: were law enforcement offi-

cers, elected officials or cl
meimbers, Notarianni said.
Nor were they public figures
in-any way. -

“Stallworth is as close toa
public figure as you're going
to get,” he said of the 65-year-
old panelist, who has served
on several county boards and
i a leader in the black com-
munity.

But both Bauer and Man-
assas Vi:ileohncgh Ge:leral
Manager Jo nney claim
that the panel still drew from
an exclusive crowd of people.

“All 'of these people proba-
bly had some sort of involve-
ment in groups that would
oppose what MVC does,” Ken-
ney-said Friday. “Community
standards are not defined by
[prominent organizations].
’ﬁmy‘re just one segment of
the population.”

Kenney said he had a list of
several thousand supporters
of his adult video store and
asked why none of these peo-
ple were picked to be on the
panel. i3

In the face of MVC's legal
troubles, Kenney gaid sales
have increased nearly 40 per-
cent over last year, indicating
wider public support for adult
materials than perhaps critics
anticipated.

“But I don't have any more
faith. We'll get a jury we can't
win against,” Kenney said.

“We know they’ve stacked the -

deck against us.”

aHistory
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done otherwise,” Lawson said.
The portions of the historic

center that -will be restored

include the courthouse, sever-

al; inns arid some of the
churches. Lawson said the

county now has the driginal-

street map, which will enable
the trust to conceptualize

-what the area looked like

-~ S

. back in 1835.

But not everyone who owns
historic property will neces-
sarily want it to be restored.
“Some of the land is privately
owned; we don’t know what
the private owners will want
to do. Maybe the private
landowner- won't want to par-
ticipate,” said Debra Karnes,
a planner in the planning
office.

L. Ben Thompson, Republi-
can Brentsville Sunervig?r. >

s;dd the - historic trust is

 bringing the different factions

together. “Everyone is now in
-agreement that we need a

* péew plan,” Thompson said.

The historie center is expect-
ed to bring- tourism to
Brentaville. :

But what the plan will be,
how long it will take and how
much it will cost is uncertain.
“The overall project could
extend beyond 10 years,”
Lawson said.
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